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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE, 
AND LISTING OF ALL CLAIMS WITH PROPER IDENTIFIERS 

1.-16. (Canceled) 

1 7. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 5]] 29, wherein the server stores a 
plurality of configuration data records in correspondence with a functionality of 
the client. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[15]] 29, further comprising the step 
of autonomous identification of the client within a defined machine context. 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[15]] 29, wherein at least two of the 
plurality of configuration data records are stored locally in the client. 

20. (Previously presented) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of 
operating the client by activating one of the at least two stored configuration 
data records in the client. 

21. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[15]] 29, further comprising the 
steps of storing pollable firmware data records in the server, transmitting a 
request [[by]] from the client to the server for receiving one of the firmware data 
records, and storing and activating the received firmware data record in the 
client. 

22. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[15]] 29, wherein the client 
communication is matched to the automation system to enable operation of the 
client during continuous operation of the automation system. 
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23. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[15]] 29, wherein the client and the 
server operate on a single automation device. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 5]] 29, further comprising the step 
of loading the configuration data records for different machine upgrade levels for 
a machine in the server by an engineering system. 

25. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[15]] 29, further comprising the step 
of automatically loading into the server a an e x i st i ng configuration data record 
[[in]] residing on the client i n tho sorvor . 

26. (Currently amended) A method for starting up an automation component in an 
automation system, comprising the steps of: 

requesting from a server a communication address for initiating and 
activating this communication address; 

conf i gur i ng identifying a functionality of a client, which represents an 
automation component, by using a first configuration data record received from 
the server which onablos i dont i fication of o funct i ona li ty of tho o l iont, and 
s ubs e quont automat i c act i vat i on of tho firot configurat i on data rocord ; and 

configuring the client wjth by us i ng a second configuration data record 
received from the server c ommensurate in corroGpondonoo with the identified 
functionality, and 

by act i vat i ng starting up the automation component bv using the second 
configuration data record. 

27. (Previously presented) The method as claimed in claim 26, further comprising 
the steps of storing the configuration data records for different machine upgrade 
levels for a machine in the server beforehand by an engineering system to allow 
request and activation of the configuration data records when the machine is 
later started up by an input of an operator on the machine. 
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28. (Currently amended) An automation system, comprising: 

a plurality of automation components, having 

a client defining a first automation component; and 

a server defining a second automation component and connected to the 
client via communication means; 

a plurality of configuration data records stored on the server, 

wherein the client is configured to automatically check whether it has an 
initial configuration data record that allows identification of its functionality, and 
to request from the server one of the plurality of configuration data records as 
an initial configuration data record . 

wherein the se rv e r client identifies its functionality based on the initial 
configuration data record and requests from the server a second i n ror.nonnn to 
tho roquoot transm i ts o roquoGtod configuration data record commensurate with 
the identified functionality to tho c li ont . and 

wherein the transmitted second c onfiguration data record is stored in the 
client for configuring the client . 

29. (New) A method for automatic configuration of an automation component of an 
automation system, comprising the steps of: 

storing on a server a plurality of configuration data records for automation 
components of the automation system; 

a client checking whether it has an initial configuration data record that 
allows identification of its functionality, and the client requesting, if no initial 
configuration data record that allows identification of its functionality is present 
on the client, from the server an initial configuration data record; 

the client identifying its functionality based on the initial configuration data 
record; 

the client requesting from the server a second configuration data record 
commensurate with the identified functionality; and 

the client automatically loading from the server the second configuration 
data record and configuring the client. 



7 



Docket No.: DANZ-4 
Appl. No.: 10/597,958 

30. (New) The method as claimed in claim 26, further comprising the steps of 
loading with an engineering system the first and second configuration data 
records of a machine only in a server for the machine, and making the first and 
second configuration data records automatically available to the requesting 
client. 

31 . (New) The method of claim 29, wherein the client functionality comprises a 
location or a plug in slot of the client, a type of the automation component, or a 
specific functionality of the automation component, or a combination thereof. 

32. (New) The method of claim 29, further including the steps of assigning to the 
client a temporary dynamic IP address for initial communication with the server; 
and thereafter activating for the client an IP address corresponding to a 
functionality of the client. 
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